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Exploratree 
 

1. Teacher (visit site): http://www.exploratree.org.uk/     
2. Features:  http://ideasforteachers.wordpress.com/category/inquiry-‐learning/   

 Use the ready-made thinking guides, make a new guide from scratch, change/customize thinking 
guides (add/change text, shapes, images) 

 Print/Save 
 As a teacher, you can: 

o set up the sequence that you want the thinking guide to be revealed in, so that you can stage the thinking activity 
o present your project 
o send your thinking guide to a whole group of people (and have them work on the same thinking guide) 
o submit a thinking guide for comments, s  

3. Help: http://www.exploratree.org.uk/help/  
1. Videos: http://www.exploratree.org.uk/movie.php  
2. Examples of each: http://www.informationtamers.com/WikIT/index.php?title=Visual_thinking_guides  

4. Choose a Ready-Made Thinking Guide (map your ideas, solve problems, explore, analyze, different 
perspectives) 

1. Not Logged in Options available: full edit, print 
1. Have students work on a ready-made guide that can be 

completed in one class period 
1. Print and/or take a screenshot 

 

 

2. Logged in Options available: full edit, print, send, save, share, view 
comments  

1. Create a generic login/password for your class 
2. Or create groups for each class period (each student must have an email address) 

3. Main Options: 
1. Select: allows you to select objects on the canvas to edit & interact with  
2. Navigate: allows you to move the canvas around 
3. Create it: allows you to create and edit the thinking guide template 
4. Do it: allows you to complete the template step-by-step 
5. Show it: allows you to show the template step-by-step (teacher presentation) 

4. Editing Toolbar: Make sure you are on select/not navigate 
1. Zoom 
2. Add Shapes (click & drag) 
3. Add text box (click & drag) 
4. Upload images (click on image icon and select image) 
5. More: Shapes, Arrows, Text Boxes, and Hints 
6. Format Text: Bold/Italics/Add a Hyperlink, Change Color 
7. Resize (select what you want to resize first) 
8. Arrange/Layer (bring front/send back) 
9. Add a Hint 
10. Make a sequence (order the steps you want the guide completed in) 
11. Lock (lock a text box or edited/moved)  see sample image @ top of page 

5. Lesson Ideas & Extensions: Use to brainstorm, hypothesize, illustrate vocabulary, explore a topic, pre-write, 
map out a debate, compare & contrast, cause & effect, etc  

1. Read/Write/Think interactive: http://www.readwritethink.org/search/?resource_type=16  
2. Holt Interactive thinking guides: http://my.hrw.com/nsmedia/intgos/html/igo.htm  
3. Bubbl.us: Web 2.0 tool for Mind-Mapping: https://bubbl.us/   
4. Brainstorming Templates: http://www.eslflow.com/brainstorming.html  
5. WritingFix: Our Compare & Contrast Guide: http://www.writingfix.com/WAC/comparison_contrast.htm        
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